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Philosophy
Higher level and standard level
Paper 2

Instructions to students

	y Do not open this examination paper until instructed to do so.
	y Answer both parts of one question.
	y A clean copy of the prescribed text is required for this paper.
	y The maximum mark for this examination paper is [25 marks].
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Answer both parts (a) and (b) of one question. Each question is worth [25 marks].

Alfred Jules Ayer: Language, Truth and Logic

1.	 (a)	 Explain Ayer’s statement that “there is no logical ground for antagonism between 
religion and natural science”.� [10]

(b)	 Evaluate Ayer’s statement that “there is no logical ground for antagonism between 
religion and natural science”.� [15]

2.	 (a)	 Explain Ayer’s view of monism.� [10]

(b)	 Evaluate Ayer’s view of monism.� [15]

Simone de Beauvoir: The Second Sex, Vol. 1 part 1, Vol. 2 part 1 and Vol. 2 part 4

3.	 (a)	 Explain Simone de Beauvoir’s description of the process of becoming a woman.� [10]

(b)	 Evaluate Simone de Beauvoir’s description of the process of becoming a woman.� [15]

4.	 (a)	 Explain the significance of the concept of “immanence” in Simone de Beauvoir’s 
analysis of a woman’s development.� [10]

(b)	 Evaluate the significance of the concept of “immanence” in Simone de Beauvoir’s 
analysis of a woman’s development.� [15]

Confucius: The Analects

5.	 (a)	 Explain the importance that Confucius gives to learning.� [10]

(b)	 Evaluate the importance that Confucius gives to learning.� [15]

6.	 (a)	 Explain the Confucian idea of serving others.� [10]

(b)	 Evaluate the Confucian idea of serving others.� [15]
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Turn over

René Descartes: Meditations on First Philosophy

7.	 (a)	 Explain Descartes’s argument that a thinking thing is unextended.� [10]

(b)	 Evaluate Descartes’s argument that a thinking thing is unextended.� [15]

8.	 (a)	 Explain Descartes’s argument that innate ideas allow us to comprehend the essence of 
matter without sensory perception.� [10]

(b)	 Evaluate Descartes’s argument that innate ideas allow us to comprehend the essence 
of matter without sensory perception.� [15]

Frantz Fanon: Black Skin, White Masks

9.	 (a)	 Explain Fanon’s view that interracial sexual relations between a man of colour and a 
White woman lead to a form of destruction for the Black person.� [10]

(b)	 Evaluate Fanon’s view that interracial sexual relations between a man of colour and a 
White woman lead to a form of destruction for the Black person.� [15]

10.	 (a)	 Explain Fanon’s account of the lived experience of the Black man.� [10]

(b)	 Evaluate Fanon’s account of the lived experience of the Black man.� [15]

John Stuart Mill: On Liberty

11.	 (a)	 Explain Mill’s claim that mediocrity is becoming the predominant characteristic of 
personal and public life.� [10]

(b)	 Evaluate Mill’s claim that mediocrity is becoming the predominant characteristic of 
personal and public life.� [15]

12.	 (a)	 Explain Mill’s view(s) on education.� [10]

(b)	 Evaluate Mill’s view(s) on education.� [15]
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Friedrich Nietzsche: The Genealogy of Morals

13.	 (a)	 Explain Nietzsche’s claim that ideals are fabricated.� [10]

(b)	 Evaluate Nietzsche’s claim that ideals are fabricated.� [15]

14.	 (a)	 Explain Nietzsche’s claim that humans are the sick animal.� [10]

(b)	 Evaluate Nietzsche’s claim that humans are the sick animal.� [15]

Martha C. Nussbaum: Creating Capabilities: The Human Development Approach

15.	 (a)	 Explain Nussbaum’s view that the Capabilities Approach has close links to deontology.� [10]

(b)	 Evaluate Nussbaum’s view that the Capabilities Approach has close links to deontology.� [15]

16.	 (a)	 Explain Nussbaum’s view that the nation has moral importance.� [10]

(b)	 Evaluate Nussbaum’s view that the nation has moral importance.� [15]

José Ortega y Gasset: The Revolt of the Masses

17.	 (a)	 Explain Ortega y Gasset’s claim that “the really important increase of our world does 
not lie in its greater dimensions, but in its containing many more things”.� [10]

(b)	 Evaluate Ortega y Gasset’s claim that “the really important increase of our world does 
not lie in its greater dimensions, but in its containing many more things”.� [15]

18.	 (a)	 Explain Ortega y Gasset’s claim that it is possible to use the psychology of the spoilt 
child to observe the soul of the masses of today.� [10]

(b)	 Evaluate Ortega y Gasset’s claim that it is possible to use the psychology of the spoilt 
child to observe the soul of the masses of today.� [15]
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Plato: The Republic, Books IV–IX

19.	 (a)	 Explain Plato’s view that the human soul has three parts.� [10]

(b)	 Evaluate Plato’s view that the human soul has three parts.� [15]

20.	 (a)	 Explain Socrates’s statement that true philosophers “are passionately devoted to and 
love the things with which knowledge deals”.� [10]

(b)	 Evaluate Socrates’s statement that true philosophers “are passionately devoted to and 
love the things with which knowledge deals”.� [15]

Charles Taylor: The Ethics of Authenticity

21.	 (a)	 Explain Taylor’s claim that what gets lost in the critique of self-fulfilment is the moral 
force of the ideal of authenticity.� [10]

(b)	 Evaluate Taylor’s claim that what gets lost in the critique of self-fulfilment is the moral 
force of the ideal of authenticity.� [15]

22.	 (a)	 Explain Taylor’s claim that “reasoning in moral matters is always reasoning with 
somebody”.� [10]

(b)	 Evaluate Taylor’s claim that “reasoning in moral matters is always reasoning with 
somebody”.� [15]

Lao Tzu: Tao Te Ching

23.	 (a)	 Explain Lao Tzu’s claim that the ruler rules without taking action.� [10]

(b)	 Evaluate Lao Tzu’s claim that the ruler rules without taking action.� [15]

24.	 (a)	 Explain Lao Tzu’s claim that “the Tao that can be spoken is not the eternal Tao”.� [10]

(b)	 Evaluate Lao Tzu’s claim that “the Tao that can be spoken is not the eternal Tao”.� [15]
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